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ABOUT US 

Trail Works, Inc., a not-for-profit organization, was founded in Wayne County New York in 1997 by a small group of indi-

viduals who are dedicated trail users who are interested in trail development and expanding trail use.  

 

OUR PURPOSE 

Trail Works purpose is to provide a unified voice for Wayne County trail users as well as to coordinate the development 

and maintenance of high-quality, year-round multi-use trails.  Our purpose also embodies public education about trails 

and public awareness of trail issues.  To carry out our purpose, we recognize the importance of the relationships Trail 

Works has established with local and county governments. These relationships are vital to moving ahead on any plans for 

trail development.  Whether we are planning trails, cutting trails, maintaining them, posting signage or using trails by 

hiking, riding, kayaking,  snowshoeing, skiing or biking… we are all about trails. 

 

WEBSITE:  https://trailworks.org 

 

Cover:  First Day Hike at Casey Park, Ontario, NY      Back Cover:  Camp Beechwood, Sodus, NY 
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MEET THE TWI BOARD 

President              Mark DeCracker 

Vice-President     Holly Burgess 

Treasurer              Barb DeRoo 

Recording & Corresponding Secretary 

                                Nancy Snyder 

 

 

Members at Large 

Gary Abbott 

Gil Burgess 

Michael and Caileigh Shippers 

Sal Vittozzi 

Glenn Wallis 

Spring newsletter deadline for articles is June 1st, 2024   

Please have newsletter articles and photos sent to Trailworks@trailworks.org 
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Bethany Comella came to Trail Works in January of 2015.  This seemed only natural as she knew many Board members 

and their families.  She joined our Board of Directors as treasurer from 2015 to 2019, serving two terms.  Bethany next 

served as our vice president for two terms from 2019 to 2021, and she was voted in as our president from January 2021 

to the end of 2023 when she was forced to step down because of her illness.   

Bethany was dedicated to the promotion, signage, and maintenance of our 30 Passport trails, and completed walking 

them all, some on multiple occasions.  In 2017, Bethany was a co-presenter at several State of the Passport Trails 

presentations at Wayne County libraries.  In March 2018, Bethany did a public presentation of her trip to Ireland, and 

then hosted our group Christmas party in December 2018.  As treasurer, Bethany advocated for best accounting practic-

es and aligning our fiscal year with the calendar year, which happened in 2018. 

Bethany maintained our Trail Works website, produced quarterly/semi-

annual TWI-Lights newsletters, and set up our Square account for receiv-

ing membership dues and donations.  She also contributed regularly to 

our Facebook page.  Bethany encouraged us to schedule events as far out 

as possible to make sure we had an event each month. At one point, we 

had the entire year’s events on our calendar by the end of January!  She 

was so dedicated to Trail Works that while traveling abroad when she 

was president, she ran our monthly Zoom meeting from her hotel room! 

Bethany’s favorite Passport trails were the nature trails, including Huck-

leberry Swamp in North Rose and the Butterfly Nature Trail in Macedon, 

and she often hosted events at these two locations.  This past June, she 

came up with the idea for a National Trails Weekend event, producing a 4

-trail mini-Passport.  Participants started at the Butterfly Nature Trail on 

a Saturday, had to complete two additional trails of their choice over the 

weekend, and then end up at Huckleberry Swamp on Sunday to complete 

the mini-Passport.  Participants gathered again at Huckleberry Swamp to 

turn in their Passports and received a Trail Works T-shirt and a $10 

Wegman’s gift card.  It was a fun weekend, with a different twist on Na-

tional Trails Day. 

Memories from the Board: 

From Barb DeRoo 

My favorite Bethany memory involves her efforts to get a certain board member who was lax in turning in receipts for 
Trail Works expenses. Can you guess who that was?  She kept after him and devised different strategies to try to keep 
him organized and on time, but eventually gave up and accepted the status quo.   

From Glenn Wallis 

When Bethany moved into her Lyons home adjacent to Taylor Park, we talked about getting a Pomeroy historic marker 
grant for the park where William Taylor’s tannery and mail bag factory once stood.  As I had recently been awarded 
grants for other Pomeroy markers, she was very hopeful that I would get one for Taylor Park.  In my initial attempt, I 
came up with less than what I felt was needed to succeed and did not apply.  Now, a couple years later, I am about to 
apply for the marker with what I feel is a strong case.  When working on the project, I sometimes think of Bethany and 

wish she were here to talk to about my efforts. 

From Nancy Snyder 

My favorite memory of Bethany was when we took a walk together in 2022 at the Trail of Hope in Lyons.  We were talk-
ing about how our list of “Dirty Thirty” finishers on the website needed to be updated (including adding her own name!) 
as more and more people were completing all 30 Passport trails.  Then she confessed that she always wanted to com-
plete the 30 trails again, but this time, in one 24-hour period!  We had a good laugh with that one figuring we’d have to 
get up and start at 6am to have any hope of doing it.  It was one of her good days.  

Remembering Bethany Comella 
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To honor the work Bethany has done for Trail Works, we will commission a memorial bench in her name to be placed on 

one of our Passport trails.  If anyone would like to donate towards Bethany’s bench, please send a check to Trail Works, 

P.O. Box 43, Williamson, NY 14589, and write “Bethany’s bench” on the memo line.  An eBlast will be sent out to our 

membership with a date, time, and location of the dedication in the future. 

Bethany was the bright light among the older Trail Works board members, and brought both youth and wisdom to our 

group.  Her vision for Trail Works was to keep Wayne County trails in the forefront while surrounded by other more 

popular destination trails from the Adirondacks to the Genesee Valley.  She viewed it as our own little slice of paradise 

right here in Wayne County.  We will carry on her vision while missing her good humor, kindness, leadership, creativity, 

and organizational skills.  

From the Editor: 

Special thanks to Barb DeRoo for collecting Bethany’s service record with Trail Works. 

Remembering Bethany Comella 

Bethany at one of her favorite trails, Huckleberry Swamp. 
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Meet Your Trail Works Board 
You see our names and many of our emails throughout the 

year.  Those of you who attend our events know some of us.  

But what about the rest of you?  We’re sure some of you 

have wondered, “who are these people?”  Now that we have 

some new Board members in place, we think it’s time to tell 

you a little bit about ourselves.   

President Mark DeCracker: 

Mark has served on our Board for 

several years in various officer posi-

tions.  He enjoys XC skiing and 

kayaking.  He is also the yearly force 

behind the gardens at the Trail of 

Hope.  Many of the murals around 

Wayne County have been painted by 

Mark’s “Mural Mania” team.  Mark is 

also a bird lover and ADK 46er. 

Vice President Holly Burgess:  

Holly was recently elected to serve on our 

Board after being a Trail Works member for 

many years.  She enjoys cheering for her 

grandchildren’s sports activities and quilting 

with the Park Church quilt group. 

Treasurer Barb DeRoo: 

Barb is our longest serving Board 

member and has held various officer 

positions over the years.  Barb is our 

“historian” of sorts and keeps our By-

laws current.  She is also an equine 

lover and can be found at Alasa Farms 

every Saturday tending to the animals. 

 Secretary Nancy Snyder:  

Nancy came to Trail Works in 2018 after 

completing all 30 trails in the Passport 

system.  She likes hiking, XC skiing, and 

snowshoeing.  She is the Trail Works 

membership person, the DEC Liaison, and 

a co-editor of the Trail Works newsletter 

along with member Rich Ross.  Nancy 

loves her backyard 

birds and is also a 

member of the Adiron-

dack Mountain Club. 

Members-at-Large: 

Gary Abbott 

Gary is our main trail maintenance per-

son, our “branch manager.”  He replaces 

signage, repairs our Passport posts, and 

constructed and repairs the small foot-

bridge at Third Creek Trail.  Gary is an ADK 46er, enjoys 

time alone in the woods, and can ride a unicycle!  He has 

also completed the Cranberry Lake 50 

Challenge. 

Gil Burgess 

Gil is the annual leader of our “Canal 

Clean Sweep” on Earth Day, cleaning up 

different sections along the Erie Canal.  

He has generously donated his time over 

the years to this event and lures his 

helpers with coffee and donuts each 

year! 

Michael and Caileigh Shippers 

Mike and Caileigh 

are our newest 

Board members-at 

-large.  They have 

attended many of 

our organized hikes 

and agreed to join 

the Board in Janu-

ary.  Mike and Caileigh love fishing, hiking, and anything 

outdoors.  They are excited to be a part of the Trail Works 

Board. 

Sal Vittozzi (The Beechwood Guy!) 

Sal resides at Beechwood State Park where he is the park 

manager and caretaker.  Sal 

joined Trail Works several 

years ago serving as a member-

at-large.  He has led hikes and 

hosted other events for Trail 

Works at Beechwood, all while 

maintaining the full-time job at 

the park.  He has been instru-

mental in keeping Camp Bee-

chwood a wonderful, safe and 

peaceful place for all to visit.   

Glenn Wallis 

Glenn has served on our 

Board for several years as 

a member-at-large.  

Glenn enjoys riding his 

bike and has led many 

biking events for Trail 

Works over the years, es-

pecially along the Erie 

Canal trail.  Glenn and his wife Joan lead the Trail Works 

effort to research and apply for grants for Pomeroy Historic 

Markers spotted at many of our historic trail locations. 
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The Trail Works Annual Meeting was held on January 23, 2024.  We voted in new officers and board members.  Vice 

President Mark DeCracker stepped up to President after the passing of Bethany Comella.  He is filling the one year that 

was left on Bethany’s term.  In January 2025, we will need to vote in a new president for a two-year term.  Current board 

members Sal Vittozzi and Glenn Wallis agreed to another two-year term.  Holly Burgess was voted in as our new VP.  We 

also voted in new board members Michael and Caileigh Shippers, frequent attendees at our hikes.  Thank you to all for 

your continued interest and support of our Board! 

Our Bylaws were also amended and voted on to include two changes which are briefly described below. 

Trail Works Dissolution Plan: 

A plan for dissolution was discussed by the Board early in 2023.  Last year, our board was made up of mostly seniors, 

some retired and some still working.  We recognized that we were losing Board members.  In addition, we were lacking 

younger people interested in working on our Board to carry the torch in the future.  A committee was set up to discuss 

and come up with a plan in case we found ourselves with no alternative but to dissolve.  The plan basically lists what 

needs to be done to dissolve a 501c3 non-profit organization.  Our Bylaws were amended and voted on at the annual 

meeting, and we now feel confident and secure in what we need to do if we come to that point.  Please be assured that we 

are not thinking about dissolving anytime soon, but just want a plan in place.  Any move to dissolve the Trail Works or-

ganization would require a vote by our general membership.  We are grateful to those continuing members on our Board 

and our new members who believe in the work we are doing for the trails in Wayne County. 

Rolling Membership: 

The Trail Works membership year has always been January to December.  When we received a new membership mid-

year, it still expired in December.  After some thought and organization by the membership committee, it was deter-

mined that a rolling membership would be best for our members.  A rolling membership simply means your member-

ship begins on the day it is purchased, and is valid for 365 days, expiring one year from the purchase date.  This gives 

everyone a full year of membership.  While we have been very flexible with our memberships in the past, this is more 

organized and spreads out the membership renewal process for the committee throughout the year.  You will now re-

ceive an email in the month your membership needs to be renewed.   

Goals for 2024 

We also assembled a list of goals for 2024.  This includes things like increasing general membership, planned monthly 

events, outreach tables and presentations, liaison work, trail maintenance, and miscellaneous projects.  A copy is availa-

ble upon request. 

Annual Meeting Highlights  

New Trail Works t-shirts 

and sweatshirts are availa-

ble.  They come small, me-

dium, large and x-large.  

T-shirts come in teal and 

maroon.  Sweatshirts are 

available in maroon.   

T-shirts can be purchased 

from board members and at 

Trail Works events . 

Call Mark 315-573-8170 

Trail Works T-Shirts Available 
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Beechwood State Park has come a long way since Sal Vittozzi took over as Park Caretaker. The Town of Sodus website, 

https://sodusny.gov/camp-beechwood, shares a map, information on camping, and park rules to keep it in order for the 

next visitor. It also directs you to a list of the current events which can be found on Facebook at “Camp Beechwood State 

Park,” which boasts over 2.5K friends.   You may have even been involved in the addition of the John T. Faulks Memorial 

Pavilion, enjoyed a view of the lake, attended some of the events, and hiked a few trails.  But what do we know about the 

future of the park? 

In a two-hour walk and recorded interview with Sal on December 6, 2023, Nancy Snyder and I were able to pose a few 

questions regarding what the future of the park might be like.  Sal was very excited and passionate about sharing some of 

his thoughts.  

Early in the conversation, Part One of our interview with Sal published in our Fall 2023 newsletter, he discussed where 

he was from and how he got the job.  He described all the tasks required of him as caretaker, which are many. This seg-

ment, we focused on what is in store for Beechwood State Park.   

Q: Are you still enjoying it after six years, and what’s your next challenge?   

Sal:  It’s getting to what I expected it would be. I didn’t realize how tough it would be in the beginning because of all the 
other incidents that happened here at the park.  And then I thought I was just coming into a campground doing mainte-
nance, and that was what it was going to be.  It ended up being a whole lot more! 

Q:  How was last year? 

Sal:  We got a decent amount of money from the camping fees, so that allowed me to get the building materials that I 
need and extra saws, so we did pretty good. We got the liner for the skating rink last year from the camping fees, and I’m 
getting the lumber for it this year.  Now the park is kind of paying for itself instead of being a burden on the town and the 
taxpayers. With the camping fees coming in now, we’ll be able to get a few new buildings back here.  I’ve already talked to 
one guy, and he’s got a sawmill and does custom buildings and sheds.  He said he’d be willing to do a couple buildings for 
us for at a discount, and I’ll set up new areas. It’s going to be pretty good rebuilding the place.  

As we walked down the Ashgrove area, toward the new 

4H benches, Sal told us a little bit more about what he’s 

been doing. 

Sal: I’ve got two benches there and that’s from the 4H 
project, and if I trim this tree out, I’m still trying to ex-

pand this all out. I’m working on the multiflora rose going 
up the trail now, and I’ve got Boy Scout troop #113 com-
ing out and helping me on the last piece, and it’ll be all 
clear and we’ll keep moving this way.   

He pointed down the open field and stated, “It was the pool area, and this is soon to be the Camp Beechwood Stage, and I 
want to build a little stage down here.  People can sit up on the hill and we’ll have some live music down here.” 

“While we don’t have power down here yet, it’s coming next year. We do have power in the park that will come to this 
middle section, so we’ll be able to light the trail and have access for it here, but 
it’s not going all the way down into the park.” 

We walked into the Pixie Area out on the bluffs and approached a building 

shell.  

Q: What do we have here? 

Sal: This is a work in progress.  This is the last project we had here, putting a 
new metal roof on the building. This was an old cook’s building. It had an 
awning here, but a tree fell onto it, and we cut that off.  We took the walls 
apart.  Unfortunately, sometimes when you leave spaces for people to hide or 
get away with stuff, it’s easier when we just take the walls off and you don’t 

What’s in Store for Beechwood State Park? 
With Sal Vittozzi as told to Rich Ross and Nancy Snyder 

https://sodusny.gov/camp-beechwood
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have to worry about anyone painting them.  This is just another open-air pavilion now.” 

Q: Want to talk about some future plans here for Beechwood?   

Sal:  Ok, so the grant that we received to develop the west half of the park…work for that is going to begin in the spring. 
So, we’ll be putting in a new road where the Sprong’s Bluff Road is over on the outside of the park. We’ll have a parking 
lot over there, and we’re clearing everything out and making trails.  That side of the park will be bicycle friendly.  I believe 
they’re going to start in the spring as soon as the weather changes.  Basically, it’s going to double the size of the park.  But 

that’s alright… trails for mountain biking, hiking, XC skiing and everything; multiuse trails here.” 

Note: This is part of the State grant Sharon Lilla was 

involved with.  The State and Town of Sodus will be in-

volved with the project starting in 2024. 

As we walked by the Highlands area, Sal pointed out the 

buildings that were just fixed up and received a new 

paint job.   

Sal: “We’ve put a couple of mulch beds around and we’re 
going to put in new fire pits here, so each section of the 
park is currently being worked on.”   

Sal: “When I first started, there was a previous grant 

that was going to add water and electricity into the park.  
The water main has been put in the center section of the park.  And they’ll use the rest of the money to put electricity in 
down there.” 

We headed down through the Larches section over to the Lodge. 

Sal: “The Lodge needs more funding than we have now, but we’re anxious to move it up higher on the list as everyone 
loves this building and its fireplace inside.” 

Sal: “From where we started to where we are today, it’s some-
thing different. It’s 
all families back 
here now, and Scout 
troops going great, 

you know?” 

We headed toward 

the pine forest as 

Sal told us a story 

about when he first 

started, when two 

brothers were 

dropped off at the 

park by their moth-

er, who then 

promptly left.  Sal 

and his girlfriend 

Chandra kept an eye out for them, and reported the boys came back regularly.  

One brother just had his first child.  Sal called him “a Beechwood Baby. “ 

When asked what Trail Works or other groups can do for Beechwood? 

Sal: Just spread the word of what’s going on here and keep taking in the donations when they come in. You’re doing eve-
rything you can. And I appreciate it too! Absolutely! It takes a team effort to get something like this done.”   

The next article on Beechwood will discuss the erosion this park has seen. 

What’s in Store for Beechwood State Park 
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Trail News and Notes 

Third Creek Trail Bridge Washed Out 

Our “branch manager,” Gary Abbott, has been busy on this trail 

improving signage, arrows, and moving the Passport post to a 

more user-friendly location on the trail.  But more importantly, 

the small footbridge at the south end of the trail has been 

washed out yet again by the January/February rains and snow 

melt we have received.   

Please be aware that if you want to go from one end of the trail 

to the other, the crossing over the creek using the bridge is cur-

rently unavailable.  We are working with DEC to provide a better 

solution to this continuing problem. 

Beechwood Ice Rink 

In mid-January, visitors to Beechwood State 

Park had the opportunity to use a very nice ice-

skating rink constructed by our friend, Sal Vit-

tozzi.  Sal strung up colored lights for nighttime 

use.  The ice lasted only as long as the cold tem-

peratures…not too long.   

Any donations of used skates can be made to the 

park in the future.  While it’s been another frus-

trating winter for those of us who like to play in 

the snow, we’re hopeful that unlike this year and 

last, we will get a decent string of cold weather 

next year to try again.   

Thank you, Sal, for your efforts! 

April 8 Solar Eclipse 

On Monday, April 8, a truly remarkable event will occur in our area.  

Wayne County is in the path of totality of a solar eclipse, where the moon 

gets between the Sun and the Earth.   

There are many events that will be happening in our area that you can par-

ticipate in to experience this unusual event, or just sit in your own back 

yard!   

Be aware that traffic in the area will be heavy, especially in Sodus Point, 

and other areas along the lakeshore where the view will be at a premium.  

This includes Beechwood State Park and Chimney Bluffs State Park.    

Check out the following helpful links for more information.   

And don’t forget to purchase your special eclipse viewing glasses! 

https://www.waynecountytourism.com/2023/09/01/solar-eclipse-2024/ 

https://web.co.wayne.ny.us/719/Wayne-County-Solar-Eclipse 

https://www.waynecountyny.gov/720/Frequently-Asked-

Questions#:~:text=On%20Monday%2C%20April%208%2C%

202024,between%20the%20Sun%20and%20Earth. 

https://web.co.wayne.ny.us/DocumentCenter/View/11352/parks?bidId= 

 

https://www.waynecountytourism.com/2023/09/01/solar-eclipse-2024/
https://web.co.wayne.ny.us/719/Wayne-County-Solar-Eclipse
https://www.waynecountyny.gov/720/Frequently-Asked-Questions#:~:text=On%20Monday%2C%20April%208%2C%202024,between%20the%20Sun%20and%20Earth
https://www.waynecountyny.gov/720/Frequently-Asked-Questions#:~:text=On%20Monday%2C%20April%208%2C%202024,between%20the%20Sun%20and%20Earth
https://www.waynecountyny.gov/720/Frequently-Asked-Questions#:~:text=On%20Monday%2C%20April%208%2C%202024,between%20the%20Sun%20and%20Earth
https://web.co.wayne.ny.us/DocumentCenter/View/11352/parks?bidId=
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Osceola Ski 
I recently heard that this was the third lowest total for snowfall in Rochester, NY.  It sure seems like it for someone like 

me who once skied a hundred days in a row in Wayne County.  This year the only snowfall we received was the lake ef-

fect, and that has been extremely limited. Perhaps the best skiing was for the May’s Farm ski event where we had over a 

foot of snow.  It wasn’t too long before it all disappeared.  If there is snow, I will find it, and find it I did in Osceola, NY.   

 

Osceola is just under a two-hour drive from Wayne County, but worth 

it.  Osceola is near Redfield which receives probably the most snow in 

the northeast.  Even in a snow drought year, they will have snow.  Bet-

ter yet, they have two Nordic resorts just two miles apart. The trails 

are wide and groomed every day.  While skiing in Osceola, you feel like 

you are in the Adirondacks without driving too far.  Both resort own-

ers are friendly, and they offer great deals on skis.  

 

On Saturday, February 24, 2024, I left Lyons where it was cold, and 

the ground was hard and brown.  It was hard to convince any of my 

friends that there is plenty of snow just east of here.  If you live out 

west in say, Colorado near Denver, you often need to drive a couple of 

hours to reach the snow in the mountains.  So, I guess with these 

warm winters, we need to accept a little drive for paradise.   

 

While I was skiing on this February day, I realized Nordic skiing is like a roller coaster ride, but instead of 30-second 

thrills, you get a two-hour ride.  The best part is you get some wonderful exercise along the way.  If you like peace and 

skiing with few people around, this is the place.   

 

I did happen to cross paths with a gentle-

man named William Seyse, and we 

stopped to chat for a while.  It reminded 

me of a day thirty years ago when I was on 

ski patrol for the Junior World cup in 

Lake Placid.  It was cold, clear and a blue 

ski day just like the day I ran into Viktor 

Tkachenko.  Viktor was the USSR wom-

en’s coach.  I told the story to William, and 

he said he had heard of him, small world.  

As we skied side by side, we found out we 

had something in common.  We were both 

ADK 46’ers.  He also told me he was in charge of trail maintenance on a section of the 

Adirondack trail.  He said his friends call him the “Pruner.”  I told him about Trail 

Works, and that we have a person, but we 

call him the “Branch Manager,” and he 

laughed.   

 

I finished the day as the sun was going 

down, and the sun flickered through the 

trees as the temperature dropped.  After ski-

ing 10K, the pasta dinner at the lodge was a 

treat to end the day.  The only problem is by 

the time that you read this, winter will be 

over.  Just remember…winter and Osceola 

will be waiting for you next year.  

 

Submitted by Mark DeCracker 
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The Crescent Trail  
My wife Joan and I like to explore.  We have visited many 

trails in and around Wayne County and far beyond.  We 

sometimes pack a picnic lunch to carry with us.   But often 

we plan to eat at a restaurant along the way.  Finding a hike 

where there is a lunch 

stop takes some plan-

ning. 

 

The Crescent Trail in 

Monroe County offers 

at least four options.  

To follow along, you 

may want to consult 

both the south and east 

section maps put out by 

the Town of Perinton:  

 

Two hikes begin at the parking lot on Garnsey Road (south 

section map) and have some ups and downs.  Head north to 

eventually end up in Bushnell’s Basin where there is a 

choice of restaurants.   

 

This hike begins by winding 

along and just beyond neigh-

borhood residences.  There is a 

bit of climbing, especially in 

McCoord Woods (the high 

point) where the only alterna-

tive trail is found.   

 

We were once startled when we 

came face to face with deer 

along this trail.   

 

Head south where there are 

multiple alternative route 

options enroute to the 

Woodcliff Hotel which has a 

restaurant.  

 

For a more level hiking op-

tion, park at one of the three 

lots just east of the Perinton 

Industrial Park.   

 

Head toward the canal, but 

do not cross it.  There may 

be a short bushwack to get to the Erie Canal Trail.  Head 

west along the canal trail for Fairport (not shown on the 

map) and its many restaurants, cafés, and ice cream out-

lets.   

 

Alternatively, you 

can approach 

from the south 

along the R.S.&E. 

Trolley Trail be-

ginning either at 

Egypt Park or one 

of the three lots 

in Center 

Park.  Here you 

must cross the 

pedestrian bridge 

over the canal to 

reach Fairport. 

 

 

 

You can see from the map that many different hikes can be 

planned within the Crescent Trail system. 

 

Submitted by: 

Glenn Wallis 

https://perinton.org/departments/randp/parks-department/crescent-trail/ 
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Great Backyard Bird Count 

This year we were very pleased to receive 

results from other Trail Works members 

who participated in the Great Backyard 

Bird Count (GBBC) instead of the same 

two Board members competing against 

each other year after year!  This year’s 

winners are: 

 

Susan Bechler with eight (8) species: dark 

eyed junco, sparrow, female cardinal, 

mourning dove, chickadee, tufted tit-

mouse, Carolina wren, sharp skinned 

hawk. 

 

Pauline Burnes with five (5) species: 

chickadee, junco, blue jay, mourning 

dove, sapsucker (red head) 

 

Susan will receive a new bird feeder and 

Pauline a bag of bird seed.  Prizes were 

donated by Pine Creek Farm & Feed in 

Lyons, NY.  Congratulations Susan and 

Pauline! 
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Past Tracks 

First Day Hike at Casey Park 2024 
First Day Hikes are part of a nationwide initiative led by America’s State Parks to encour-

age people to get outdoors.  On New Year’s Day, hundreds of free, guided hikes are orga-

nized in all 50 states.  Kids and adults across the country participate in First Day Hikes, 

getting their hearts pumping and enjoying the beauty of a state or local park trail.  Last 

year nearly 55,000 people rang in the New Year, collectively hiking over 133,000 miles 

throughout the country! 

This year, Trail Works members Carol & Jim May hosted about 20 people for our First 

Day Hike at Casey Park in Ontario.  Many stopped at the beginning of the trail to get 

their rubbing at the Passport post, or virtual badge with our smartphone App. The south 

trail around the former ore bed housed a “storybook” trail this year, and some partici-

pants took the time to read through the entire story along the way. Once at the west end 

of the trail, we looked at the new, handicapped accessible deck constructed as an Eagle 

Scout project.  After that, most of the group decided to climb the staircase to the north 

trail (our cover photo), which has more of an Adirondack feel to it.  The rest started to 

head back to get the hot chocolate ready.  Stopping back at the newly constructed deck 

again, we were able to take pictures of each other from both sides of the trail!   

The hot chocolate, trail mix, and granola bars hit the spot on such a cold and windy day! 
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Past Tracks 

Winter Event at May’s Farm 

By Kaylee Taylor 

This year's Winter Hike, hosted by Jim and Carol May on their picturesque 

apple farm, was a wonderful way to get into nature, especially at a time 

when it might be hard to find activities to do that leave you feeling accom-

plished (and a little sore). Snow blanketing the landscape with over a foot 

in some areas arrived just in time for our gathering, creating the perfect 

cross-country/snowshoe day.  

The trail stretched through the orchard, woods, and fields, providing a 

unique route. Along the 

trail, there was no lack 

of friendly greetings and 

smiles; everyone was 

just happy to be enjoy-

ing the winter wonder-

land. After the hike, at-

tendees were welcomed 

back to the barn for cups 

of warm drinks, snacks, 

and conversation 

providing the perfect 

end to the day. I think 

the best part of the event 

was the community and 

the support I received as 

a newcomer to the world 

of snow activities. 
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Trail Works, Inc. 
P. O. Box 43 

Williamson, NY 14589 
www.trailworks.org 

Trailworks@trailworks.org 
 

Trail Works Membership Form 
 

Check Type of Membership: 
___________Individual  $15 
___________ Family  $25 
___________ Corporate  $50 
___________# of Family Members 

 

 

 
Make Checks payable to Trail Works, Inc. 
 
Mail to: Trail Works, Inc. 
  P.O. Box 43 
  Williamson, NY 14589 
 

Name: 

Address: 

City: 

Phone: 

State:        Zip: 

Email: 

http://www.trailworks.org
mailto:Trailworks@trailworks.org
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Date   Event 

March 10  Maple Weekend, Shadow Hill, Ontario  

March 19  Monthly Meeting (7:00 PM) 

   Reliant Community Credit Union Sodus 

April 8   Solar Eclipse  

April 20  Canal Clean Sweep (10:00 am -1:00 PM) 

   Enlarged Erie Canal Lock E-56, Lyons 

April TBD  Wildflower Hike 

May TBD  Dedication of Bethany’s Bench  

May/June TBD  Shoreline Hike Series  

June 1   Summer Newsletter Deadline 

June 1    National Trails Day with Passport Drawing   

June 8   ADK Outdoor Expo Mendon Ponds Park 

Trail Works Event Calendar 

March-June, 2024 

Trail Works Inc. 

PO Box 43 

Williamson, NY  14589 

www.trailworks.org 


